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Abstract:- The main purpose of this paper is to verify the SDRAM controller data transfer function when 
accessing data from multiple ports. This verification is done with memory testers using slot mechanism.     

Random data sent to SDRAM from two ports, one port at a time. The SDRAM controller reads data 

from two random generators through different memory testers. 
  SDRAM controller writes data in to SDRAM, and then read data and send to concerned memory tester. 

Compare the read and write data in Memory testers. 

A Dual port module is added with SDRAM controller, to switch data accessing from port alternately. 

 

Index terms:- Dualport, Slot timing, Switching operation and Comparing Read/write data. 

 

I. INTRODUCTION 
Functional simulation of dual port SDRAM controller mainly consists of 4 modules Random data 

generator, Memory tester, Dual port and SDRAM controller. 

 

A. Random data generator 

It is a 16-bit serial data generator in which data that is produced changes for every clock; this is 
achieved by XOR’ing the Outputs of last four flip flops and is feedback as the input to the first flip-flop. 

 

B. Memory tester 

Memory testers are used to compared the written data and read data to/from SDRAM. Its working 

depends upon the pipelined operation or non-pipelined operation. In pipelined operation all the data from the 

given range of address which is read and written are compared whereas for non-pipelined operation data in 

given address is compares individually, if there is any mismatch between the read and written data it indicates 

an error. 

 

C. Dual port Module 

This design is used to select any one of the two ports at a time. The data read follows the same bus as 

written and activated port is shown as the status. 
 

D. SDRAM Controller 

SDRAM controller accepts simple read and write requests on the host-side and generates the timed 

waveforms required to perform these operations on the SDRAM. With pipelining enabled, read and write 

operations within a row of the SDRAM can be dispatched for every clock cycle. The controller also manages the 

refresh operations needed to keep the SDRAM data valid, and will place the SDRAM in a self-refresh mode so 

data is retained even if the controller ceases operation. 

Controller works on the master clock of 133 MHz. The cycles related to initialization cycles, RAS 

(Row address strobe) cycles, RCD (activation to read/write) cycles, refresh cycles, mode cycles, CAS (column 

address strobe) cycles are specific for given RAM. The Micron soft module SDRAM (MT48LC16M16A2 – 4 

Meg x 16 x 4 banks) is used here. 
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BLOCK DIAGRAM 

 
Fig1. Functional simulation of dualport SDRAMcontroller. 

 

II. RANDOMDATA GENERATOR 
The random data generator generates a random 16 bit data using a shift registers.  

 

 
 

To go through the sequence of states for the register, it is assumed that the shift register is in the seed 

state and the random output starts from that seed state and changes for every clock. 

The maximum number of states it can have with four stages shift register. So this sequence is called the 

maximum length sequence (MLS) and is given by 2n -1. Where n is the number of stages in the shift register. 
Enter a given clock frequency, the periodicity of the randomness increases rapidly with the number of stages of 

the register increases. 

The circuit shown in fig2 for generate a 16-bit random data, in this, the output from 12,13,14,15 stages 

of left shift register is XORed and feed as input to 16th stage of shift register. 

 

Table1. Random generator output values 

Clock Output Data 

Clk-1 Seed– FFFF 

2 FFFE 

3 FFFC 

4 FFF8 

5 FFF0 

6 FFE0 

7 FFC0 

8 FF80 

9 FF00 

10 FE00 

11 FC00 

12 F800 

… ……. 

…. ……. 

….. ……. 

….. ……. 
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III. DUAL PORT MODULE 
The dual port module is used to select any one of the two ports, either port0 or port1. Data will be 

accessed from any of two ports, divide the total memory in to two memory slots. 

The address and data is directed to port activated at that slot, so that read and write operation will be initiated or 
started from that port.  

16-bit Time-slot allocation register is used to switch between port0, port1. If address register content is 

1111111111110000( for 16 bit address),the  Port0 will be activated for four clock cyclles, then port1 activates 

for remaining 12 clock cycles. 

Different signals of the ports are indicated in the following diagram.  

 
Fig3. Dualport signals 

 

The possible operations of dual port module 

Case1: Switching operation 

Switching is occurs if a read or write operation is requested on this port that is not currently active: 

 No R/W operation is being performed on the active port or  

 A R/W operation is in progress on the active port, but the time-slot allocation register is giving precedence 

to the inactive port.   

 It indicates when an operation on the active port is in-progress and can't be interrupted by a switch to the 

other port. 

 
Case2: Slot timing 

Update the time-slot allocation shift-register.  The port with priority is indicated by the least-significant bit of 

the register.  The register is rotated right if: 

 The current R/W operation has started. 

 Both ports are requesting R/W operations (indicating contention), and 

 The currently active port matches the port that currently has priority. 

 Under these conditions, the current time slot port allocation has been used so the shift register is rotated 

right to bring the next port time-slot allocation bit into play. 

 

Case3: Port activation in next cycle 

The active port is switched on 

 There are no pending operations in progress, and 

 The currently active port has finished its current R/W operation 

 The port switch indicator is active. 

 

Case4:  Port  management with gate 

Gate is open for the active port to initiate new R/W operations to the SDRAM controller. 

 If any port request for R/W operation, when any operations are in progress with other port, gate is 

closed to prevent R/W operations from requested port.  

The gate is re-opened once all operations in progress are completed, at that time the switch to other port 

is indicated, it can issue its R/W commands. 

 

IV. MEMORY TESTER 
This module is required along with Random data generator to test the data that has been read and 

written. The data that is generated is first given to memory tester through dualport module, it is written into 

SDRAM using SDRAM controller and dual port module. 

In order to write/read the data it is required to check whether it is a pipelined or non-pipelined 

operation. In case of pipelined operation, it writes the data into all the addresses specified at a time and for non-

pipelined the data will be written location by location. 
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The entire operation is divided into 5-states as 

 Initialization 

 Load 

 Compare 

 Empty pipe 

 stop 
 

Initialization: In this state the read and write are disabled before going to further states and the starting address 

is loaded into the address variable. Then it goes to next state i.e. load. 

 

Load: First it looks for non-pipelined or pipelined operation. For pipelined operation the write operation is 

enabled and if operation has begun then addr-variable is incremented till the end address is reached and then 

data is written into SDRAM. 

 Whereas for non-pipelined data is written, address by address which is incremented in steps to reach 

the end address by checking whether previous write operation is done. 

 

Compare: Written data in SDRAM is compare with read data from SDRAM. In case of pipeline operation the 

comparison takes place at once. In case of non-pipeline operation the comparison will be done location by 
location. If the data is not as written data, then it is indicated as an error.  

Empty Pipe: In pipelined operation, if there are no read/write operations, it clears the pipeline. If any operation 

is pending it waits till it is completed. 

  

Stop: At the end of memory testing operation it stops. If the comparison has to repeat starting from initialization 

then repeat the process. The entire memory testing operation can be represented in a form of a state diagram as 

Pipeline Operation 

 

 
Fig4. Pipeline operation. 

 

 
Fig5. Non-pipeline operation. 
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V. SIMULATION RESULTS 
In simulation of dual port SDRAM controller, port 0 and port 1 are reading and writing data separately 

from different memory testers using slot mechanism. In simulation see the output k is 1 and 0 gives respective 

ports 1 and 0. 
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VI. CONCLUSION 
In this design switching of two ports can done manually depend on bits provided in generic 16-bit 

Timeslot register.  

Upgrade this paper to multiport, by dividing address locations into multiple slots and accessing these 
multiple ports using provided value in 16-bit Timeslot register.  

Here two different modules instead of memory testers to continuously send data and loaded in to SDRAM from 

two ports. 

 

REFERENCES 
[1] XSA board SDRAM controller, application note by D. Vandan Bout. 

[2] Datasheet on Synchronous SDRAM on site: www.micron.com/dramds. 

[3] Data sheet on Samsung CMOS 256 MB SDRAM specification. 

[4] Using Block RAM in Spartan-3 FPGAs in Xilinx. 
[5] Fundamentals of Digital Logic With Verilog Design-Stephen brown, Zvonko Vranesic-2002-Tata 

McGram-Hill Edition.  

[6] Design through Verilog HDL-T.R. Padmanabhan, B.Bala Tripura Sundari-2004-John Wiley & Sons, 

Inc. 

 

AUTHORS 

 

Mr. Surender Reddy Theleru, obtained his B.Tech(Electronics & Communication 

Engineering)  in 2002 from JNTU Hyderabad and M.Tech(Digital Systems & Computer 

Electronics) from JNTU Anantapur in in 2005. He is working as Assoc .professor in Aurora’s 

scientific and Technological Institute, Ghatkesar, Hyderabad. His main interests in VLSI 
design and Embedded processors. His current research area is Low power VLSI design and 

ARM9 cortex in FPGA design. He is a life member of IETE. 

 

 

Laxminarayana.G He holds B.E. from OU Hyderabad, M.Tech from Indian institute of 

Science and Ph.D from JNTU Hyderabad. Presently he is Director in Aurora’s 

Scientific,Technological and Research Academy, Hyderabad. His research area includes 

GPS/INS integration and its applications, VLSI design. He received the best teacher award At 

SNIST. He is a member of IEEE, ISTE and life member of IETE. 

 

 

Y.B.T.Sundari, obtained her B.Tech (ECE) in 2008 from JNTU Hyderabad and M.Tech 
(VLSI System Design) from JNTU Hyderabad in 2012. She is working as Assistant professor 

in Electronics and Communication Engineering Department at Aurora’s Scientific and 

Technological Institute, Ghatkesar, Hyderabad. Her current research and interests in VLSI, 

Embedded systems and Digital image processing. She is a life member of IEEE. 

 

 

 

 

 

           

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

http://www.micron.com/dramds

